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been any constitutional difference between me and them and
between me and Parliament. Bred in the constitutional tradition
by my father, I should never have allowed such an issue to
arise.
"Ever since I was Prince of Wales, and later on when I
occupied the Throne, I have been treated with the greatest
kindness by all classes of the people, wherever I have lived or
journeyed throughout the Empire. For that I am very grateful.
"I now quit altogether public affairs, and I lay down my
burden. It may be some time before I return to my native
land, but I shall always follow the fortunes of the British race
and Empire with profound interest, and if at any time in the
future I can be found of service to His Majesty in a private
station I shall not fail.
"And now we all have a new King. I wish him, and you, his
people, happiness and prosperity with all niy heart. God bless
you all. God Save the King."
Queen Mary has also issued a message to the people of this
nation and the Empire:
"I have been so deeply touched by the sympathy which has
surrounded me at this time of anxiety that I must send a
message of gratitude from the depth of my heart. The sympathy
and affection which sustained me in my great sorrow less than
a year ago have not failed me now, and are once again my
strength and stay.
"I need not speak to you of the distress which fills a mother's
heart when I think that my dear son has deemed it to be his
duty to lay down his charge, and that the reign which had
begun with so much hope and promise has so suddenly ended.
I know that you will realise what it has cost him to come to
this decision; and that, remembering the years in which he
tried so eagerly to serve and help his country and Empire, you
will ever keep a grateful remembrance of him in your hearts.
"I commend to you his brother, summoned so unexpectedly
and in circumstances so painful to take his place. I ask you to
give to him the same full measure of generous loyalty which you
gave to my beloved husband, and which you would willingly
have continued to give to his brother.
"With him I commend my dear daughter-in-law who will
be his Queen. May she receive the same unfailing affection
and trust which you have given to me for six and twenty years.
I know that you have already taken her children to your hearts.
"It is my earnest prayer that, in spite of, nay through, this
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